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tions from the falfe and injurious Afperfions which had -been 
caft upon them by certain Perfons in the’ County of Hertford, 
among which were many of the individual. People againft whom the 
Prayer of the Petition rs directed. That the Intereft which thefeé 
Men have-always taken in‘themfelves, fhould be alarmed at a Mea- 
fure that-makes the Intereft of their Country its Obje@, I am not 
at all furprized, for thefe a ‘incompatible, the ‘Wonder would be, 
ifin any Inftance they fhould have Fortitude to ‘bring the public 
Felicity into Competition with their own private Gratification. 
But I am, ‘indeed, very much furprized at their Imprudence, ‘in 
annexing to a-Proteft againft a Petition that has public Oeconomy 
for its Objett, a Catalogue of Names, in every one of which an 
Argument ‘may be ‘found to enforce the Neceéffity of inftantaneoully 
retrenching our Expences. Does not the Name of Sanpwicu 
alone cry down'the Credit of the Admiralty? Are not ‘the over- 
rown Emoluments of the Sinecure Chancery df the Duchy of Lan- 
cafter called up to RecoHeétion by the Signature df CLARENDON ? 
And does not Wilkes, like Banquo, rife to our View, and feem again 
to bleed from all his Wounds, when our modeft and well-tempered 
Demand of Redrefs to the Grievances of our Country is -corifronted 
by the dreaded Name of Samuet MarTInN? : 


I my'laft Paper I undertodk to purge our Petition and Refolu- 
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___Notwithftanding the Subfcription and intended Influence of thefe 
minifteriat Names, I profefs that laft Week I only apprehended ill 
Confquences from what little Argument might have appeared to be 
in the Proteft itfelf; and fearing that thefe Appearences might pafs 
upon fome few of its Readers for more fubj{tantial Reafons, I 
thought it then only neceflary to unravel the flimfy Texture, and ex- 

ofe the Weaknefs of what our Adverfaries confidered as their prin- 
cipal Strength. , From this-] epdeavoured to:fhew that, all Things 
rethaining exactly as they wefe when the Petition was agreed ta, 
the Meafures then adopted remained unaffected by the fallacious 
Pretences of thefe Men, and confequently that Perfeverance was 
now our Daty. But To-day the Proteft of, Hertfordfhire appears 
to me in a-much mote formidable Light; for the Voice of the Mi- 
nifter himfelf has afforded it his Sanction ; that Voice which .burfts 
from the inmoft Receffes of the internal -Cabinet, has -avowed ‘its 
Concurrence in the Arraignment of your Conduct; -has -declared 
your Petition sot the Petition-of the County of York, but-only of 
a certain. Number and Defcription of Perfons therein refiding; and 
as if the Senfe .of the feveral Counties throughout the Kingdom 
were only delivered by thofe who oppofe your falutary Endeavours, 
has proclaimed its Determination:to adhere only to fuch Men as have 
thought.it thetr Duty to proteft againft you; nay, farther, while wrapt 
within the Vei.that furrounds the Splendours of Majeffy, this Man has 
flatly and direétly contradicted the Principle on which your:Demand 
is founded, and.in Language fimilar to-that which:{o highly. excited 
your Héneft-Indignation, when delivered ‘by Mr.‘Smelt.at the Meet- 
ing in ‘York, ‘has prefumptuoufly. dared to affirm, that the Crown 
has -not obtained a great and unconttitutional Influence,.and .that any 

Attempt to diasinith its Influence is TO BE'RESISTED. a 

As an Argument that the Senfe of this County was not -taken, 
one of the Reprefentatives of the'Borough of :Huntingdon (the other 
was: probably:-engaged atthat Time.in-calculating the Profits of his 

Contraét) :ftood forth, and with.an ingenueus Candour, :that might 
shave graced-even the ‘Patron of :that.independent Borough himéelf, 
declared:that.the Petition -was not figned by.a Majority of.the Free- 

holders and Landbelders, .whofe Numbers :together he ftated as 
amounting to more. than 30,006 Perfons, -Now .I would afk the 

‘Noble Lord, for fuch he-is, whether a ‘fingle Landholder .could 
with Propriety have.affixed his Signature-to the Petition, or whe- 
ther that Defcription of Men had .been called upon :to give:-their 
Suffrages at the County Meeting? I-will.farther afk his Lordthip 
whether, if a Reprefentative for this County were.to be-fent to that 

-very' Houfe to ahich the: Petition is.addreffled, he would not him- 
felf acknowledge; the Senfe of :the County.to be fully declared by 
the Votes and Signature of go20 Yorkthire Freeholders only? 


When 
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When you reflect now, my worthy Countrymen, on the Grounds 
you had for laying an unconftitutional [Influence to the Charge of 
the Crown ; that in.-your Petition you have ftated them; and that 
the only Means you have prefcribed to Parliament for its Control, 
is a public Application of that public Money which has been ii 
providently {quandered and applied to private Purpofes, you may, 
I think, confider the Minifter as having 1n his Declaration returned 
a peremptory Negative to your juft and conftitutional Demands. 
You are no jonger to hape from him for the Redrefs of your Grie- 
vances ; that Influence which has heretofore increafed in unfufpected 
Obicurity, having at length attained .to a Size that will no longer 
admit of Concealment, feems now (on having given the Alarm) re- 
- folved totry whether it has not alfo attained to Strength fafficient to 
defend itfelf, and reff our moft determined Efforts to fabdue it - 
Our Efferts therefore muft. be determined: Between the Society at 
large and thofe to whom it has delegated its. Power a Queftion has 
arifen; and this, according to the Opinion of a Judge, whofe re- 
_ .cent Lofs the Nation now deplores, the Voice of the Society alone 

can decide: ‘On ‘ourfelves the Bufinefs of Reformation is confe- 
quently about to devolve ; and to our Firmnefs the Country mutt 
ftand indebted for that Salvation which we have Reafon to dread, 
from the threatened Interference of the Minifter, and‘ his accuf2 
ttomed Recourfe to the very Means we are endeavouring to refcind 
and abolith, may ‘be in-the firft Inftance denied to-our humble 
‘Prayers. | | 

It therefore now only remains for your-Determination, whether 
you will adhere to the Demands you have already made, and exert 
-yourfelves in enforcing ‘the Prayer of your Petition to the Houfe of 
Commons; or, deterred by the Fear of Punifbment without Pity, 
(for fuch is the Minifterial Denunciation againft you) relinquith the 
Path:in which you have already begun to walk, and in which the 
‘Conftitution has eftablifhed your Right to proceed:; whether yon 
will exercife thofe Rights which you have derived as an Enheritance 
from your Forefathers, or, by an:infamous Timidity, cut off their 
Defcent to another Generation. For as the Power to opprefs, ‘or 
the Power to refift Oppreffion, moft unqueftionably attends on that 
Scale in which the Public Property thall be found to preponderate, 
if you take. not away from the Weight which, to the Prejudiceof the 
People, has now fo largely accrued ‘to-the Crown, you may pro- 
nounce that your Liberty has already expired, and'too late repent 
that you have been faithlefs to the Prefervation of the Rights cf a 
defrauded Pofterity. | 

This may appear to be no more than the Tone of Common-Place 
Declamation; but the Hiftorical Records of our Country will give 
it Weight, and eftablith your hereditary Claim ‘to control and di- 
cet the Grant of your own-Property. In the Year 1339, 13 Ed. Ill. 

| 3 To 
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To a Demand from the King of a Supply for certain {pecified 


Purpofes, the Commons gave for an Anfwer, that ‘* they were for- 
ward and willing to affift the King, but prayed that he would fum- 
mon another Parliament in a convenient Space; in the mean-time 


they would take the Senfe of their Confiztuents about the Grant of 


Money.” The King complied; but as his Occafionswere very ur- 
gent, how did his Parliament behave? They determined, becaufe 
he had always been a.faithful Steward of the Truft committed to 
him, that he fhould now fuftain no Inconvenience by the neceflary 
Delay, and therefore, what they were not authorifed to give as-Re- 
prefentatives, and confequently in that Charaéter refufed, they con- 
tributed as Individuals, till their generous Donations exceeded even 
the Demands of their glorious Monarch. 3 

Here was a Parliament that knew and acknowledged its confti- 
tutional Dependence, and accordingly referred itéelt to the Bedy 
from which it derived its Being and Authority. ‘Here were Men 
who when they were apprized of the:King’s Neeeffities, white-they 
confidered a Refufal of his Demands as an Ad of Duty:sto the Peo- 
ple, yet availed not themfelves of the general Exemption from a 
forced Compliance; and what, as Truftees of the ‘Public, they 
were not empowered -to grant, as fo many Individuals they moft 
chearfully gave. Thofe Rights therefore, that were then poffeffed 
and exercifed by the conftituent Body of-the'People, have now de- 
volved on you; .and:though the temporary Subverfion or Dimi- 
nution they received from the arbitrary Encroachment of the Stew- 
art ‘Reigns, may perhaps be urged as a Precedent -for again con- 
tracting their natural Extent, yet ftill remember that the Revolu- 
tion which expelled a Tyrant, -reftored their Vigour, «renewed 
and eftablifhed your original Claims, and that this noble Inheritance 
alone is.all that you are now .about :to.vindicate and exert. On 
you, I.fay, the Rights of -your Fathers~ have devolved ; but have 
the Integrity and difinterefted Liberality of their antient Delegates 
devolved .upon -the prefent Reprefentatives of the'People, and in- 
ftead of ** giving the Subjects Money with: one Hand that ‘they may 
receive it-with the other, and. thus, upon the Matter, giving it to 
themfelves,” do they fufpend.Compliance with -the pecuniary 
Demands of the-Sovereign till the Pleafure ef their Conftituents 
canbe known; and apprehenfive that, :in a ** calamitous and im- 
-poverifhed Condition of the Nation,” they may ‘fail to obtain the 
jet of the.Peeple to «* grant additional‘Sums of Rublic Money,” 
do they liberally.cantribute :from their .private Emoluments, ‘to 
‘¢ the Exertions of the State in our Defence ?” Does Mr. Rigby, 
in Obedience to the:Nation’s:Voice,:mftead of voting our reluctant 
Millions into the Hands of the Paymafter-General of the Land 
Forces, pour into: the Coffers of his Mafter the annual Sum of 
40 or 50,000]. :and with .the generous Donation .offer allo his 


Counfel 
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Counfel to fheath the Sword of Civil War ? Does Mr. Ellis, in Al- 
Jeviation of the Navy Debt, infure the Nation’s Gratitude by the 
Gift of 20,0001. a Year? Do the late pacsfc Commiffioners to 
America contribute their unearned Emoluments to compais an End 
which their paft Negotiations have failed to promote; and does the 
Auditor of Greenwich Hofpital, &c. &c. &c. attendant on the 
Steps of the gentle Earl of Carlifle, withdraw from a Board of Trade 
that has been driven from our Ports.; a Board ot Colonies that have 
been alienated from our Empire? From this Board, however, we 
cannot reafonably expect that Mr. Gibbon will retire, for as he has 
newly difcovered that:the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
were incurred by the Introduction of Chriftianity, his Patriotifm 
will, no Doubt, interpofe to guard the Britith Empire from fuch 
ruinous Confequences as he mutt forefee likely to refult from a 
Compliance with any of its Precepts; while, on the other Hand, if 
Mr. Jenyns cannot be perfuaded to admit the Love of his Country to 
a Place in his Catalogue of Chriftian Virtues, his Recollection that 
Valour has been equally excluded from the Lift, may poffibly :in- 
‘duce him to relinquifh his Seat, and, together with. his Council 
and Suffrage, contribute the Profits ‘of a finecure Place towards the 
-concerting and invigorating fuch Meafures as. may prove moft-con- 
‘ducive to the Determination of a War fufficiently extenfive to in- 
tereft even his uwztverfal Benevolence. He need not fear either, 
from fuch a Conduct, that ‘Friendfhip” will be laid to his 
‘Charge; I will be myfelf refponfible for it, that on this Occafion he 
fhall not be called a King’s-Friend. - 

But here inftead of calling the Names of North and Beauchamp ; 
of Mulgrave, Penton, and Gafcoyne; of Keene; and in fhort of 
‘every other Member of the Houfe of Commons, who enjoys an 
eafy Seat at any of the Minifterial or Sinecure Boards, to a fimilar 
Examination, let us rather referve the fuller Catalogue to a future 
Day, and for the prefent difmifs the Enquiry with a brief Reply to 
the Queftions already propofed. Thefe Individuals then, fo far 
from contributing to the Eafe of your Burdens, are themfelves a 
mighty Portion of the Weight that you fuftain; thefe are the Men 
who, inftead of converting the {malleft Particle of their private 
Wealth to the Affiftance of his Majefty’s Government, (though its 
Difficulties have proceeded from their own Adminiftration) in Con- 
tempt of your Inftructions are the Monopolifts and improvident 
Spendthrifts of that Wealth which is the Property of the Public. 
We cannot, therefore, reafonably wonder that they afe4 to think, 
and endeavour to {pread abroad an Opinion, that the open Com- 
mittees, and that vigilant Eye with which their Condu&, refpecting 
every County Petition through the Kingdom is now regarded, are 
an unconttituticnal Reftraint upon their Freedom : Their Alarm, 


however, isin reality cf a much more private Nature; for when the 
K Alternative 
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Alternative is the Reduction of their own unearned Emoluments, 
or a direct Refufal to comply with your Defires, the Confequence _ 
of the former is obvious, and they forefee that, on returning the 
latter, your Part is a conftitutional Refumption of the national Purfe, 
a Difcharge of your unfaithful Reprefentatives from the Truft you 
had before repoied, and a Transfer into other Hands of that Con- 
fidence which they fhall have betrayed. G 


: Errata. In the fecond Line of the firnal Paragraph of the laft 
Number, for their, read thele, and in the laft but one, for this, read 


their. 
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